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I've spent the better part of the past 36 hours inhaling Thomas Ricks' "Fiasco" and I have to say it is

easily the best book so far produced on the Iraq War. I say this as someone who supported the

original rationale for going into Iraq and who still supports the war effort. But support should never

be blind and I think there's much that opponents and supporters of the war can gain from reading

Mr. Ricks' "near-term history" of the conflict. He has produced a remarkable book that synthesizes a

broad range of information and yet does so in an immensely readable fashion. The author is to be

genuinely congratulated. For me, the book was particularly insightful in offering a cogent narrative of

how the insurgency came to be. It presented a detailed inventory of the political and military

mistakes of the period stretching from immediately after Baghdad's fall in the late spring of 2003,

through the rise of the insurgency later that year and into the middle of 2004.Is the book perfect? No

and doubtless as more time passes and as more information becomes available some of the

conclusions and narratives presented here may change. But for the time being, the book is the best

contemporary record of the events of the past three years in Iraq and I can't imagine it being

surpassed anytime soon. I found it far more useful than the somewhat tepid "Cobra II" and the



better-but-not-as-good "Assassin's Gate."What most impressed me was the way Ricks dealt

honestly with the shortcoming of the US military and particularly the US Army.

I have just finished the first part of the book and believe that the content needs to be addressed.

The book has the right title because it is a fiasco in Iraq. I will not go so far as to say it will never

workout because only time will tell; however, I do respect Thomas Rick's viewpoint that ill

preparation doomed the Iraq war so far. The soldiers on the ground are doing the best that they can,

but the type of battle will have to be shifted to defeat the insurgency.Ricks discusses alot about the

containment theory with Saddam Hussein and how it could have worked; one is to never know now

that he has been overthrown. I did like how Ricks did the opposite of what all media has done today

and simply blame Bush for all the trouble. Ricks starts off with Paul Wolfowitz and explains his views

were the beginning of Iraq for a war target. Ricks does not character assassinate Wolfowitz or

anyone else for that matter. Ricks simply looks at the people that brought us to war and compares

their strengths and weaknesses. I love how he did this. Ricks lets the reader form their own opinion

on the subject.Ricks points to Tommy Franks, Dick Cheney, and George Tenet at fault for the

run-up to war. Tommy Franks is blamed for rejecting ideas from subordinates, "meddling in tactical

issues and did not address key strategic questions". Cheney started the run-up to war when he

gave a speech on August 26th 2002 to the VFW. Cheney stated at the time that there was no doubt

Iraq had WMDs. Bush did not have much choice but to go along with his VP on the issue. Ricks

says this really started the ball rolling to war on Iraq. Then Ricks points toward George Tenet for the

intelligence failures. Ricks states that after Desert Fox, Iraqi intel went downhill because the sources

were afraid to speak out.
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